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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Andrew Francis, MSc Ecology and Sustainability, CIEEM Associate 
member 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Removing the need for planning permission for 'priority development areas’ makes a mockery 
of the whole idea of a green recovery.  Pretty soon any development area will become a 
‘priority development area’.  However important a development is it should be necessary to 
make sure that it incorporates ecological principles in mitigating impacts and ideally taking 
opportunities to make some improvements e.g. having swift nesting bricks under eaves of tall 
buildings, making sure that there is green space, especially ponds, planting of native species 
or leaving verges without much soil so they don’t favour typical flora of nutrient rich areas that 
are all that is represented by 99% of the ecological desert that we call our farmland and don’t 
‘require’ regular cutting. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Planners and ecologists are considered as the enemy of development and not as contributors 
to better developments.  The assumption that the cheapest option is the best and that creating 
planning obstacles in the form of environmental objectives will discourage development is 
wrong; there will always be a market for developments that meet our needs.  Regulation will 
allow ethical developers to compete in a market by fulfilling more of society’s needs rather 
than simply maximising share holder dividends at the expense of the wider public.  As a 
society we do not need shareholders to have maximum profits; we need beauty and 
sustainability in our lives and paying people to fulfil these useful roles means that they will be 
able to contribute to the economy. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Incentives for green development, more integration in considering how housing 
developments will allow sustainable transport to likely places of work, more consideration of 
how landscaping and green space can contribute to biodiversity and how green spaces can 
be linked to allow a much better flow of wildlife populations through our living environments. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Putting more money into regulation and enforcement of sustainable development and 
biodiversity.  It is cheaper to use a stick than a carrot and the worthier voices in industry will 
actually value the opportunity to contribute to something other than their CEO’s paycheck 
and share dividends. 

General response 

If this policy goes into effect then the use of the "priority development area" clause is likely 
become a standard option; there should be no room for it in an actual 'green recovery'. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/

